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Every year at Purim, our congregation does things a little differently. We still worship and sing
and dance, but instead of a sermon, we have our play. So instead of a sermon, your rebbe will
give you a Torah Meditation. Sometime during the Babylonian captivity, the Jewish people
divided the Torah up into weekly portions, so that every week of the year has special section.
Long before the use of chapters and verses, these weekly portions were further divided up into
seven smaller sections, with a conclusion.

This system of readings takes into account changes in the reading cycle which accommodate the
annual cycle of festivals. There is also a regular cycle of leap years that keeps the Jewish lunar
calendar aligned with the solar year. Seven times every nineteen years we add a leap month and
the calendar has 13 months. This is why this year, we have an extra month of Adar, and Passover
occurs a month later than Easter. Purim always occurs at the last full moon of winter, and
Passover always occurs at the first full moon of spring.

When the Greeks outlawed the reading of the Torah, the Jewish sages took portions from the
prophets which reflected the weekly Torah portions and read these in public. They continued to
read the Torah in private, so in honour of their bravery, we continue to read both the Torah and
the Haftarah (completion) portions every week.

Because we are Messianic Jews and Gentiles, we have paired the Torah and Haftarah (prophetic)
portions to various passages in the New Testament. So every week we have three sets of readings.
In rabbinic synagogues, all seven sections of the weekly Torah portion are chanted, and the
Festival variations replace the final portion, or conclusion (Maftir). Then, the entire Haftarah is
chanted, along with any special sections like the Book of Esther.

We do not follow this custom. Instead our Torah readers select four verses from the Torah
portion, two from the Haftarah portion and one from the New Testament (Brit Chadashah) and
weave them into a meditation based on the weekly portions. At Festival times and whenever
there is a major change in the reading cycle, | usually prepare the Torah Meditation. So before
our worthies present their Purim play let me present you with our weekly Torah Portion.

Tsav Command G-d's way is the Highway

Torah: Lev. 6:1-8:36 Instructions concerning offerings and
consecration of Aaronic priesthood which is also mentioned in Exod. Ch. 39, 40. On the
first of Nissan, of the second year the tabernacle was put up. Until they got their
relationship with G-d in motion, they were not ready to tackle the conquest of Canaan.
Our relationship with

G-d needs to be the powerhouse that drives the rest of lives. 6:6 (how's your fire
doing?) 6:8 (How's your prayer life doing?) 8:23 (does all you hear, all you do and
everywhere you go, reflect you consecration to our King?) 8:35 (Waiting on the L-rd is
an essential if we want to learn obedience and not work ourselves to death in His service.
How's your waiting doing?)

Special reading: (Lev. 17:8-16) By tradition, Haman is considered to be a
descendant of Amalek, which people bushwhacked the House of Israel on their way to
Mount Sinai. Consequently, there is a generational war between G-d and Amalek, so
during the play, every time his name is read you need to make noise and shout: Y'ma
sh'mo (may his name be erased).



Haftarah: Jer. 7:21-8:3; 9:23, 24. From the heights of spiritual power and
potential, Israel repeatedly sank into defeat and ended up in captivity, greatly reduced and
the Haftarah comes to terms with this necessary spiritual reality. Unless we learn to walk
with Him, He will take us into personal captivities until we come to terms with obedience
and learn to walk with Him His way. He is, thankfully, a very stubborn G-d. In the end,
it is never our personal, generational or cultural agendas which matter and He will keep
pushing His agenda for our lives until we adopt it. 9:23, 24 (what are you boasting about
in your life, your abilities or His?)

Brit Chadashah: Heb. 8:1-6 (L); 9:11-28 (F). All that was portrayed

symbolically and ritually, our blessed Messiah fulfilled in reality. 8:6 (He gives us His
best and is never happy with anything less in return. Are you giving Him your best?)

Now, our services are always a mixture of serious devotion and humour, because the joy
of the L-rd is our strength. Sit back and relax and hear the story of Esther and how she
turned the tables, so the dice (PUR in Hebrew) would roll in Israel's favour.

The major characters in the story come form the Book of Esther.

Esther the replacement queen

Uncle Mordecai

Xerxes the Persian king

The evil Haman

The evil Haman's wife

And Bernie from Brooklyn who did the catering.

Order of Service:

Word of Welcome
Opening Prayer

Shofar and Ashrei Ha'am
Hatikvah

Siddur service:

Page 5 He being merciful

Page 7 Half Kaddish
L'koohn'ran'nah

Page 9 Bar'khoo
V'shamru

Page 167 Shokheyn Ahd

Page 169 Hakol Yodukha
Page 35,37 Sh'ma

Page 87 Tefillat Hatalmudim
Page 165 Ashrei (Ps. 145)

Worship and Prayer



