7 sivan, 5766 (une 3, 2006) SNAVUOL: Power, Perspective and Praise . w. verrer

Shavuot |1 Pent ecost (Second Day)

Tor ah: Ex. 19:1-20:23

Haf t ar ah: Ez. 1:1-28; 3:12

Brit Chadashah: John 1:32-34; Matt. 3:11-17

Hol i day Readi ngs: Deut. 14:22-16:17; Hab. 2:20-3:19; Ruth (Ps. 19)

Today we are observing three traditional ceremonies: Shavuot, Yizkor and the L-rd's Table.

We began with Yizkor, which is a reminder that life is a journey bounded by two events: birth and
death — and we need to celebrate both of them, because as believers we are always only pilgrims
on our way to our Father's House in Glory (I Peter 2:11; Ps. 23:6). The fear of death stems from
an uncertain understanding of eternity and what awaits us on the "Other Side". Three things: (1)
Death is as certain as birth and will overtake us all (I Thess. 4:13-18; | Cor. 15:51-58). (2) As
believers, we have conquered death and understand the journey we are on (Heb. 9:27; | Cor.
3:10-15; Rev. 20:11-15; Matt.25:31-46). (3) We need to maximize and enjoy every stage in our
journey (Eccl. 12:1-6) and stay focused on our destination (purpose).

Let me move on Shavuot. There are at least four observances of Shavuot recorded in the Bible:
(1) Sinai Ex. 19:1-20:26; (2) Paran (Kibroth Hattaava: the grave of lust) Num. 11:4-34; (3) Ebal
Joshua 8:30-35; and (4) Jerusalem (Acts 2:1-41). The Scriptures speak of four different kinds of
experiences we can have in the Holy Spirit — two positive and two negative (Acts 1:8[upon]; Eph.
5:18[filled]; Eph. 4:30[grieved]; | Thess. 5:19[quenched]).

| have entitled today's meditation: Shavuot, power, perspective and praise. Power because we
are in a spiritual battle and need to be equipped to face our threefold adversary (the flesh, the
world and the enemy — Matt. 4:1-11 — | John 2:15-17). We must learn to distinguish between
spirituality and spiritual power (spirituality is the disciplined life where we walk according to the
Spirit's Guidebook; spiritual power is the ability we have to confront spiritual opposition. The
presence of power is not necessarily a guarantee of spirituality and spirituality is not dependant
on the presence of power.

They are two separate functions, and unfortunately, the presence of power too frequently
unbalances a person's spirituality because they misunderstand the role of the Holy Spirit's power
in their lives. Holiness (faith and obedience) is a pre-requisite to coming to G-d, spiritual power is
a tool, which can be used and abused, as the Corinthian church found out.

Spiritual gifts and spiritual power may increase our ability to see things from a spiritual
perspective, but they may also impair us, so that we think of our lives as a personal battle
between us and evil. The battle is not our life and we still need to pursue the inner and the outer
disciplines of spirituality, unless we want our lives to be a perpetual series of crises, so that we
don't have to deal with the integration process (holiness) where we establish His Kingdom, first
and foremost in our hearts (2 Cor. 10:5; Matt. 6:33; Rom. 12:1, 2). Spirituality must precede and
supersede any subsequent or secondary spiritual experience, be it a ministry gifting, or a spiritual
empowering.

If we lose this perspective we will be carnal, even diabolical (James 3:13-17; Gal. 5:13-15 and
5:16-26) and we may both waste the giftings and empowering of the Spirit by fighting among
ourselves or by infecting the community with the carnality we have failed to deal with in our own
hearts and lives. At Shavuot we are celebrating both the mandate (the Ten) and the empowering
for service and combat (The Holy Spirit). You cannot have the one, power, without the other,
holiness, but you can have the other, holiness, without the power. At B'nai Chayim we want both,
never in competition, never in conflict, never abused, never ignored.



Let me conclude with my third part. One aspect of spiritual warfare which is not always
understood or accessed is praise (Col. 3:19, Eph. 5:19 and | Thess. 5:18). We praise G-d
because we know Him and we know that His is active in our lives and that we shall dwell with Him
forever. We praise Him because He can use everything and anything (Rom. 8:18 and 28) in our
lives — even our mistakes and our stupidity to cause His purposes to be fulfilled — as long as we
turn them over to Him and never lose sight of Him and never stop praising Him.

Praise is not a mindless thanking G-d for everything in an attempt to force G-d to bless us. Itis
not thanking G-d for all the pain and suffering in the world. It is thanking Him for who He is and
what He is doing and where we are going AND where we shall spend eternity. Shavuot is
principally a festival of praise for both the perspective (the Ten) and the power The Holy Spirit. It
is a positive tension where we learn to keep our focus and use our gifting and our power for the
fulfillment of His purposes — and never for the accomplishment of personal goals (riches, power
and personal advantage).

This brings us to our final observance on this Shabbat Shavuot: the L-rd's Table. Turn with me to
| Cor. 11:23-34. We need to give short accounts with Gd. This week | had some marvellous
victories and some pretty stupid defeats. | am still battling with some persistent personal
disobedience and some persistent personal pouting. | am both impatient and easily distracted
and | have to learn to take up my cross daily (Luke 9:23), and learn to walk with Him when | am
feeling on top of the world, and when | am tired, angry and even sick.

How about you? | Cor. 10:13 and Heb. 12:13 need to stay focused on Matt. 6:33, because we all
have our dark side and our mouldy baggage and it is our spirituality which needs to be cherished
above all things (Prov. 4:23), no matter what else is going on in our lives.

The L-rd's table is a monthly opportunity to refocus and to re-establish spiritual priorities and is
also like a mini, personal Yom Kippur, where we come to the mercy seat (kaperot — Heb. 4:15,
16) and establish spiritual order in our hearts (spirits) so that it can flow freely again into every are
of our lives (John 7:38). | would like to spend my life on the mountain top (like Joshua, hang
around the tent, and like David want to dwell as a door keeper in the House of the L-rd my whole
life), but Gd is as real and present in the valleys as He is on the Mountain and in the Upper
Room.

In a very real sense, Shabbat is a mountain Top, because we go from His presence into the world
and face the same old same old, with all the new challenges, and it would be nice if we just
beamed up like Elijah and could leave the foolishness of the world behind. Well, mishpocah,
there is only one way to leave the foolishness of the world behind, to the Jew first and also to the
Gentile, and it is right here at the L-rd's Table. We remind ourselves who died for us and who is
coming back one day, and we remind ourselves of our need to die with Him to the triple folly of
this life (the flesh, the world and the adversary). Then having received forgiveness (atonement),
we go back to the battle (the inner one and the outer one) and keep moving and growing and
healing and repenting — so that our perspective and our power brings praise to the King.

Amen. Let's partake of the L-rd's Table.



