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23 Sivan, 5774 (21/6/14)  Solid Spiritual Stability: Devotional Stability   J. M. Terrett

Korach Bald Handling the Dangerous Presence

Torah: Numbers 16:1-18:32

(1)  16:13:  Isn't it enough that you made us leave a land which flowed with milk and
honey to make us die in this desert, without you continuing to dominate over us?  Here
is a second attempt to overthrow Moses, as if the people's disobedience was his fault – and
somehow to spiritualize their return to Egypt and not have to endure the 40 year punishment
of  the L-rd.  250 leaders against  70 and Moses calls  their  bluff.   They take their  incense
burners  and  see  whose  fire  the  L-rd  recognizes.  The  ground  swallows  them  up  and
sometimes life swallows up those who want to control G-d and use Him to their advantage
instead of learning how to walk with Him.

(2)  16:41:  The next day all the assembly of the Children of Israel murmured against
Moses and Aaron, saying: you have killed the people of the L-RD. The people then try
and rush the tent of Meeting and 14,700 are struck down as the rest flee from the plague and
Aaron forms a barrier of smoke between the people and the presence.

Before the people would accept their fate and spend the rest of their lives wandering in the
wilderness, they make one more attempt to avoid punishment and here they try and take G-d
captive by seizing control of the tabernacle. G-d cannot be held hostage and His purposes
and His Word remain non negotiates. Believers who are not afraid of G-d are foolish and will
one day, too late see the error of their ways.  

(3) 17:13. Whoever approaches the tent of meeting dies! Must we all perish?  Until free
access to the L-rd was given based on the sacrifice of Calvary and the intercession of our
resurrected L-rd, the people had to keep their distance and learn that the purposes of G-d go
beyond just their current circumstances.  Forty years in the wilderness was not a pleasant
thought, but we need to see that where we are is the context for faithful obedience as we
submit to His greater purposes instead of trying to make it all about us and what we want to
achieve.

(4) 18:26.  The Levites shall collect a tithe of the tithes and give it to the House of Aaron
(the priests). Moses had to clearly outline the rights of access to the presence which would
continue in their midst throughout their wilderness wandering and in order to compensate the
priests who had the most dangerous job, the Levites were to  tithe to the keepers of  the
presence. G-d is a practical King who wants to make sure everyone's needs are met – which
is what the tithe is all about.

Here the people recover from their last rebellion before they accept the wilderness wandering
and should have taken great comfort from the presence (manna, quail, shade, a nightlight, no
enemies, clothes not wear out, feet not swell).  
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Wherever  we are,  we should also take comfort  from the presence and learn the folly of
rebellion and the blessings of faithful obedience.  His presence is dangerous for those who
want it to serve them, and who do not understand that our lives are to be used in the service
of the one who delivered us from this world.

Haftarah: I Samuel 11:14-12:22

(5) I Sam. 12:18.  The L-rd sent thunder and rain on that same day and the people were
afraid of the L-RD and of Samuel.  The people wanted a king before they had learned  how
to obey their Heavenly King and the L-RD showed them that any relationship we have with
the L-rd must be based on reverent fear and complete obedience.  Faith and obedience are
part of the same function and may we learn to implement them in our lives constantly.

(6) I Sam. 12:20  What you did was wrong, asking for a king; but do not turn away from
the L-rd and serve Him with your whole heart. Sometimes believers blow it, but the way to
recover is to seek the L-rd and not turn away from Him and to learn to serve Him with your
whole heart – instead of saying, I blew it so I might as well just continue blowing it.

Brit Chadashah: Acts 5:1-11

(7) 5:11.  A great fear seized the whole assembly and all those who heard these things .
These two (Ananias and Sapphira) thought they could cheat G-d and get away with it, like the
Children of Israel in the wilderness and during the time of the kings.  At the very beginning of
a very new beginning, the L-rd wanted to show His people that nothing had changed in what
He  required  from  His  people  –  faith  and  obedience.   There  is  no  break  with  the  Old
Testament, there will always be a break with sin and the world.

May the dangerous presence make us dangerous as our faithful obedience helps us recover
from all  and any spiritual  failure  and teaches us how to walk  with  the King through this
generation.  May the dangerous presence set us free from detours, sidetracks and help us not
to lives of wilderness wandering on our pilgrimage home to our Father's home in glory.  

(John pp.83, 85) Ps. 5  Jewish Hero:  HaYovel (Joshua and Luke)

Solid spiritual stability should be the objective of every believer who comes to faith in our
blessed  Messiah,  but  it  is  not  always  the  experience  of  many  believers  who  encounter
obstacles and challenges to their faith which they are unable to handle.  

We live in a world of competing influences with a certain number of inexplicables and we have
to  allow our  faith  to  become a combination of  a  spiritual  immune system and a spiritual
digestive system. 

When we do this, then when the storms of life and the seductions of the flesh and world come
knocking, we do not run the risk of sinking back into darkness out of which we were delivered.
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It is true that we have to be constantly on our guard against the wiles of the enemy, the world
and indeed of our own flesh, but we should not attempt to live lives on red alert, because our
faith should be as much about celebrating the wonder of the L-rd as it is about successfully
navigating our way through this fading world towards our Father's House in Glory.  

In other words, we need to be both growing in our love and appreciation for the L-rd for who
He is and what He says, as well as excelling at overcoming everything which rises up against
our faith, and fortunately the two can go hand in hand.

The passage of Scripture I would like to use to launch our meditation this morning is 2 Cor.
10:3-5:

If we walk in the flesh, we do not walk according to the flesh. For the weapons with
which we fight are not carnal, but they are powerful in G-d, having the power to throw
down fortresses.  We destroy arguments and every proud obstacles raised against the
knowledge of G-d and we bring every though captive to the obedience of Messiah. 

Having a solid, stable devotional life is one way to make sure we destroy obstacles that rise
up in our path and that we are not undermined by them.  You see we live in a world full of
influences which will try and direct us in how we think, in how we live and respond to the
world - and in our consumer drive society, especially in how we shop.

A devotional life means having a regular time where we meet regularly with the L-rd to both
discuss the events of our lives and where we are directed to the specific spiritual truths He
wants us to feed on during whatever stage we are at in our pilgrimage home.

I see this process of building and maintaining a stable devotional life – one which will enable
us to throw down fortresses and take our thoughts captive to the obedience of Messiah – as
being composed of at least three elements: daily prayer and Bible reading, regular (personal)
intercessory prayer and building a dynamic dialogue with the Bible where our questions and
life challenges are addressed and form the basis of our ongoing spiritual response to the
issues of our lives.

You see even though we are to remain focused on the bigger issues of life and spirituality,
what matters to us in our little lives, also matters to G-d, not so much because He wants to
give us limitless personal wealth, health and an edge in every area of our lives – but because
He wants us to respond to our personal nitty-gritty with the faith and obedience which our
kingdom perspective should give us.

Well, let us deal with daily prayer and Bible reading, which is really not as easy to do as it
would seem.  We live fast paced lives full of urgent and immediate priorities and there are
only so  many hours  in  a  day,  but  if  we think  of  our  devotions as  feeding  our  soul  and
exercising our spiritual muscles, we begin to be able to aim for a balanced spiritual nutrition
and a healthy spiritual lifestyle.
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As a spiritual leader with multiple chemical sensitivity, there are some days where I struggle
get even the simplest tasks done because it is like swimming through a haze with an anchor
tied to my backside, but having the perfect devotions all the time is not the objective we need
to aim at – as much as making a regular devotions at least as important to us daily as food,
exercise and even rest.

For  the  last  few months  I  have  been  wadding  my way through  the  book  of  Acts  in  my
devotions.  Sometimes I gobble up a whole chapter, sometimes I spend a week meditating on
one passage.  

I try to aim to have my devotions first thing in the morning, but when that is not practical, then
I aim for the afternoon and sometimes even the evening.  But I want to let you know that
sometimes, after an exhausting day full of all kinds of demands on my time and energy, if all I
can snatch is a quick couple of moments with my Messiah, it is always the most important
and exciting part of my day.

Being  flexible  and  not  rigid  does  not  mean  letting  the  busy-ness  of  life  regularly  crowd
devotions out of my life, it means making sure that my spirituality does not become stale,
worn out or inactive.  Some days I spend hours with Him in prayer and in His Word, some
days, I just snatch a few bites and get a few hugs in between rushing around saving the world
and getting on with the business of life.

It is not always easy, but over the years I have designed a system which works for me and it
is constantly changing.  Some people like devotional books and these are fine.  Some people
listen to devotional  music and some people have a buddy system where they meet with
others to have devotions.  

Whatever works and whatever can be maintained is good.  Mothers with young children may
have the greatest challenge when it comes to devotions, and it  may not happen until  the
young tornadoes are finally asleep, but there is a way for all believers in any situation to have
a successful meaningful devotions, daily and constantly.

To  be  honest,  there  are  days  when  I  am just  too  rushed  or  too  perfumed  to  have  my
devotions, but there is never a day when I do not at least check in with the King and surrender
my craziness to Him and receive a personal confirmation of His love and forgiveness.  

Instead of feeling bad like I am neglecting a duty, I feel motivated to make time for my best
friend  and  I  look  forward  to  these  times  when  we  are  alone  together,  pausing  and
reconnecting so that He knows that I know that He knows that I know that He loves me and
that the feeling is mutual.

Spiritual growth and stability comes when we move from making whatever time we can for the
L-rd, to allowing time with the L-rd to the priority and the driving force which empowers our
lives. 

4



5

It  gives us a successful  spiritual  perspective in life where we look down on the personal
fortresses  we  have  overcome and  at  the  obstacles  and  arguments  we  have  brought  as
captives to our victorious L-rd.  

There is a lot to be said for knowing that you are on the right track and serving the King daily
and constantly, which brings me to my next point.

When you are really excited or really upset, what is your first line of defence? Phil. 4:6, 7 says
that prayer should be the place where whatever we worry about or hope for is surrendered to
the L-rd so that His peace can keep our hearts and minds in the Messiah – and there is also I
John 1:9 to help us when we blow it (forgive us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness).

I want to work out how to respond to the issues of my life and the issues of our congregational
life through regular personal intercessory prayer.  It is more than bringing the details of our
lives to Him – it is learning to see Him and walk with Him in the details of our lives and make
our awareness of His presence and His power our major source of strength and wisdom and
healing and comfort and especially inspiration in our personal lives, because staying in tune
with the Kingdom is the best way to handle the details of our lives.

This does not mean that our lives will suddenly become ordered and completely harmonious
– it means our heart will remain in that condition as we bring our lives to Him and include Him
in our lives, especially since we know that it is His opinion which matters the most, which
leads me to my third point – building a dynamic dialogue with the Bible as the source of our
spiritual response as we maintain a solid devotional stability through the ups and downs of
life.

Our daily devotions are like a meal where we feed on the truths of His Word.  Our personal
intercessory prayer  is where we wrestle  with  the details of  our lives until  we are able to
respond to them, peacefully from His Word.  

Having a dynamic dialogue with the Bible is where we answer personal questions and the
challenges which people and situations present us with as we interact with the influences
which wander through our lives and  through our modern global society.

What does the Bible teach on sexual morality?  On child abuse?  On pollution and racial
prejudice?  Is the internet a satanic trap ready to snare unsuspecting believers?  You know, it
seems that our society appears to be asking a set series of existential questions (questions
about  the meaning of  life)  which is  constantly changing and,  honestly they have a  triple
objective when it comes to believers.

First of all, they want to belittle or misrepresent a biblical spiritual response.  Next they want to
reconfigure a sinful response and make it seem both right and reasonable (has G-d really
said?).   Next  they want  to bombard us with  propaganda so that we become materialistic
pleasure seeking consumers, as if sensual gratification were the whole point of life.  
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In other words the society in which we live wants to lull us to sleep spiritually and distract us
from the true meaning of life and from the inevitability of the next life, so that when the next
life happens and we stand before the King, we end up saying silly things like:  when, L-rd did
we see you hungry, sick, a prisoner or naked?  I was too busy to worry about getting oil for my
lamp and I guess I just ran out of time.

Maintaining a dynamic dialogue with the Bible to answer all  the questions and challenges
which life throws at us will make sure that we have a devotional stability which makes us truly
spiritual  and  truly  stable  in  our  unreliable  world.   And  here  I  am talking  about  personal
questions and personal understandings, where we listen first to what the Bible teaches and
where we relate to the folly of the world without becoming ensnared in it.

A regular daily devotional is the most important activity for a believer who wants solid spiritual
stability, even if you have to lock yourself in the bathroom to have it.

Regular personal intercessory prayer will keep our kingdom focus and spiritual strategies from
being undone and sidetracked by the folly of the world.

Building a personal dialogue with the Bible as our main source book for understanding the
issues which we confront in this life will keep us from being eaten up, withered or choked by
the cares and pleasures of life as we journey through this life on our way home to the next
life.

How solid is your devotional stability?  How regular is it?  What do you pray about?  How do
you pray about what you pray about?  What does your Bible teach you about the issues you
are confronting in your life?

Next week I want to take this a step further and talk about moral stability, where we let our
light shine and are salty in a dark, flavourless world.

Lets pray.
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