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16 Sivan, 5774 (14/6/14)  Solid Spiritual Stability: (1) Doctrinally   J. M. Terrett

Shelach Lecha Send for Yourself Defeated by Half Truths

Torah: Numbers 13:1-15:41

(1)  13:27, 28 It is truly a land which flows with milk and honey, but there are giants and
fortified cities.  The yes, but approach – they were instructed to see both the blessings and
the challenges of the land and not to let the challenges make them think that the power of G-d
could stop them from receiving the blessings.  What kind of spy are you when you look at the
blessings and challenges which you are facing?  We can do whatever He calls us to, no
matter what stands in our way.

(2)  14:2-3.  It would have been better to die in slavery or in the wilderness, rather than be
defeated by the Promised Land.  Lets  choose a new leader and skedaddle back to slavery.
There were three sets of challenges which our people faced under Moses' leadership:  the
exodus,  the wilderness and the conquest  of  the Promised Land.  When it  comes time to
confront obstacles in our lives which seem beyond our meagre ability to handle, we need to
understand that our calling is stronger than our fears as long as we obey – we can recover
from anything but cowardly disobedience and wilderness wandering was only supposed to be
a short transition and not a lifestyle. How are your challenges doing?  What kind of lifestyle
are you enjoying?

(3)  14:40.   Rather  than  embrace  the  discipline  of  the  L-rd,  the  people  embrace  a  false
repentance which will do anything to escape consequences, but which is not true obedience.
Our L-rd does not want us to trust and obey because it is the best of of bad the possibilities
which we have to choose from.  He wants us to choose to obey because it is always the best
and only way to serve Him.  Rebound obedience is an unacceptable counterfeit.

(4) 15:39 – the first mention of tzitzit (fringes) and the purpose they were to serve.  When we
chant the Shema we are making a commitment to make His Word the centre of our lives and
the  hard  drive  of  our  lives.   We  are  to  fill  our  lives  with  reminders  to  remember  the
commandments and to remember to put them into practice.  A prayer shawl is a worship
tzitzit.  How are you making sure that your life is filled with reminders to remember and to
obey His commandments?

Haftarah: Joshua 2:1-24

(5)  2:11.  Even though Rahab used deception to protect the spies, she made an amazing
statement which was really a profession of faith.  The actions of Israel and how the world
treats Israel will always speak about the wonder of the only G-d of creation who desires to
draw all men to Himself.  Even in our complex and conflicted world, His voice is not silent.
We are on the winning team as long as we trust and obey.  He will  take care of all  the
Jericho’s we encounter.  Let us always take care of trusting and obeying.
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(6) 2:24.  The two spies give a good report.  This is before they cross the Jordan and after
they have languished in the wilderness for a generation.  The people of Canaan – the giants
and the Jericho's were just as terrified when the 12 spies went out the first time.  Do not let
your heart and life see only the obstacles and problems, when the solutions and blessings are
also in the mix which G-d brings our way.

Brit Chadashah: Hebrews 3:7-4:11

(7)  4:11.  This passage is not talking about our need to be committed to a weekly Sabbath
observance, it is using the Sabbath as an example of the rest which G-d wanted to bring to
the first generation out of Egypt, but which they failed to receive because of unbelief.  Unless
you trust and obey,  you will  languish in a wilderness wandering through this life and not
experience the peace and the victory which alone comes from resting both in His promises
and in our obedience.

Don't be defeated by half truths, either in your own life or in the life of the world in which we
live and through which we are making pilgrimage to our Father's Home in Glory.

I am always saddened by the story of the lost generation who never encountered an enemy
capable of defeating them, but who defeated themselves by their attitudes and habits.  May
we learn not to let our attitudes or habits defeat us.

(Patti, pp. 43,45) Ps. 64   Jewish Hero: Caleb (not bullied out of telling the truth)

After Shavuot, I usually dive into my first summer series and plan my sermons right up to the
High Holy Days and Sukkoth.  I do this to avoid repeating myself and to make sure that we
have  a  balanced  diet  of  festival  driven  solid  Bible  teaching  from  a  Messianic  Jewish
perspective. 

Now after  more than 30 years of  preaching in  five cultural  contexts  and in  five linguistic
contexts, the main challenge has never been for me to find something to preach about, both
because His Word is an inexhaustible source of inspiration and teaching and because as we
seek  His  face  daily  and  constantly  He  will  always  lead  us  in  truths  which  apply  to  our
particular situation.

The challenge remains to perceive what the L-rd is doing in our lives, both as individuals and
as a community, and also to be aware what He is doing in our confusing, darkening world.  To
handle this double imperative – what He is doing in our lives and in the life of our world, I want
to do two miniseries this summer – the first one is entitled: Solid Spiritual Stability, where we
will look at keeping ourselves steady and firm in our own lives. 

The second one is entitled: Prophecy and the End of the World, where we will look at keeping
our eyes focused on the wonder of the coming Kingdom and neither growing weary as we
wait nor growing impatient as we see things slowly lining up for the end of the Age.  
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Today I want to share with you the first message in the series about solid spiritual stability,
because as long as our house is firmly planted on the rock of His word and as long as our
response to the ups and downs and happenstances of life remains focused on His Word and
the coming Kingdom, then our lives will be full of peace and love and joy, no matter where we
roam and no matter what is going on around us.

I see solid spiritual stability as a combination of at least five elements which have to all be
present if we want our walk with Him to be strong, determined and overcoming as we walk
through the minefield of possibilities which is life in our world where the accelerating pace of
change  is  heading towards  the  end totally  unaware  that  people  are  being  panicked  into
jumping over the edge of eternity with their eyes wide shut.

The first of these elements is solid doctrinal stability and it is one which is inseparable from
the Bible and which perishes whenever believers lose their grip of what the Bible teaches in
any area of their lives.

I have often preached about the five fundamentals of our faith:

1.  The Bible is the Word of G-d
2.  Yeshua is G-d the Son
3.  He was born of a virgin
4. He died on the cross for the sins of the world
5.  He rose, ascended and will one day return

These form the core of all that the Bible teaches from Genesis to the Revelation and our
world is fighting like mad to undermine both the Bible and our grasp of it.  

When I came to faith, I was plucked out of a secular worldview and it took me a while to get
rid of (dump) both the Egyptian habits and Egyptian attitudes which I had encountered and
embraced before I encountered the L-rd and embraced the Word which He preached.

Some want to draw a line between faith in our blessed Messiah and faith in the Bible, but the
two go hand in hand.  I struggled as a young believer and it took me a while to be set free
from evolutionary nonsense and to embrace ex nihilo (out of nothing) creation, the flood and
the tower of Babel.  

But in the face of the overwhelming lack of evidence and the incredible weight of contradictory
conjecture, I have no problem loudly proclaiming my belief in the what the Bible teaches.

In you begin to slip in one area, you set yourself up for a collapse in other areas and this is
not  an  easy  task  in  our  techno  driven  international  world  where  deluded  people  are
committing various new strands of the same idolatry and fornication which triggered the flood
and the dispersion at Babel.
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You all know that I am a nature buff and that I enjoy Science Fiction and Fantasy, but I am in
no way influenced by the propaganda which tried to build a nightmare world of supposed
endless progress towards a higher state of being, all the while choking our air and water with
increasingly noxious pollution and advocating murder in the womb and sexual immorality as
ways of living in a progressive world set free from the supposed shackles of primitive religion.

It gets worse.  

Not  only  does  the  enemy of  our  souls  vomit  nonsense  through our  universities  and the
hallowed halls of our governments, he also inspires counterfeit false religions alongside the
long term lies people have clung to over the centuries – from Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam
to Mormonism, Jehovah Witnesses and the New Age cults which seem so fair and feel so
foul.

There are also extremes of foolishness in Bible believing churches where the simple truth of
the Gospel is taken out of the context of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and offered as the key to
wealth and power with all kinds of formulas bent on separating you from your money and
turning you into a spiritual groupie where the teachings of a particular leader are elevated
above those of the Word of G-d.

How do you maintain solid spiritual stability in the realm of doctrine, in the midst of all this
confusion and deception?

Let me take you to two passages of Scripture, one of which we have already touched on
recently:  

2 Tim. 3:16, 17 

All Scripture is given by inspiration of G-d and is profitable for instruction, for reproof,
for correction and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to G-d
may be proficient, equipped for every good work.

and I John 5:16, 17:

If someone sees his brother (or sister) commit a sin which does not lead to death, let
them pray and G-d will give life to the brother – he will give it to those who commit a
sin which does not lead to death.  There is a sin which leads to death, it is not for this
sin that I say to pray. All iniquity is a sin, but there is a sin which does not lead to
death.

When someone comes to be with a new revelation or a surprising teaching which has recently
been discovered or reclaimed, I begin my examination based on two questions:

What are really saying (clarification)?  And how do you know this (verification)?  
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Anytime any teaching contradicts or side steps (yes, but) the clear teaching of the Bible, I
quickly loose interest – especially when people try and tell me secret things which the Bible
does not clutter itself with.

However, there are also people who teach things which do not fall into this category and I do
not feel that it is our calling to go around putting out fires – our job is to make sure that they
are not ignited in our life and in our community.  

Here I am talking about some of the nonsense which passes for teachings about the end
times, the role of gender in ministry and other areas where people take their own ideas (or
those they embrace  from the  world  or  the  internet)  and try  and introduce them into  the
package deal which is our faith.

You will not hear me ranting about such and such a ministry, or even about such and such a
political figure – or even about such and such a cultural or entertainment trend.  What I want
to rant and rave about is our need to make sure that it is the Word of G-d which is instructing,
reproving, correcting and equipping us for service – cause neither rabbits nor rabbit trails are
kosher. Let me finish with a distinction which I developed early on in my involvement with the
Messy- Antic movement.

Whatever the Bible teaches, we will  observe and practice to the Jew first and also to the
Gentile, both according to the text and the context of the Scriptures.

Whatever the Bible does not teach, but which does not run counter to the Bible, is optional
and a matter or personal conscience and personal preference. 

Whatever is taught which runs counter to the Bible, we will neither teach nor observe, be it
ever so elevated by the traditions of men, in either the synagogue or the church.

The enemy wants to derail our solid spiritual stability in many areas and this morning we have
talked about  doctrinal  stability where the  attempt  is  constantly being  made to  take away
(delete) what the Bible teaches and to add to what the Bible teaches.  

As a Messianic Jewish congregation of Jews and Gentiles, it remains our solid commitment to
teach what the Bible teaches and not to be drawn into the endless disputes and rabbit trails
which will try and distract us from the core teachings of the Scriptures.

It is an ongoing challenge which has had some generational successes and some historical
setbacks.  G-d by His Spirit will always be drawing us back to the revealed written Word and
the spirit of this age will be trying to undermine this exclusive source of authentic spiritual
truth.  

The cycle of revival and renewal will always be where B'nai Chayim wants to function, time
and time again as we sail through the stormy seas of the deceits of men which lie in wait to
undermine, steal, wither or choke our faith.
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There are so many options and not all of them are bad, but there is only one option for solid,
sound doctrine and that remains the Bible, nothing more, nothing less.  

Is your spiritually solidly founded on the teachings of the Bible, or are you mixing chaff and
straw to the wonder of His eternal Word?

As we begin our pilgrimage towards the fall feasts for one more year, may we be constantly
maintaining and renewing and cleansing the house of our faith so that neither the lies of this
secular age nor the cunning deceits of false brethren are able to cause us to waste our time
and pollute the house on the rock and cause it to begin to crumble under the storms of life.

In this mini series, I will be talking to you about Solid Spiritual Stability in five areas:

(1) doctrinally

(2) devotionally

(3) morally

(4) generationally

and 

(5) in community

We have dealt with the first one.

How solid and how stable is your spirituality?

Let's pray.
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