25 Sivan, 5765 (July 2, 2005) Dynamics of Spiritual Stablllty (| | |) Maturity J M. Terrett

Kor ach Korah (Bal d)

Tor ah: Num. 16:1-18:32

Haf t ar ah: | Sam. 11:14-12:22

Brit Chadashah: Rom. 13:1-7 (L); Acts5:1-11 (F)
Psalm: 5

Verses. Luke 8:11-15; Heb. 5:11-13; Eph. 4:11-16.

As we grow in the L-rd, we have to move (grow) beyond deliverance and even beyond victory
and reach a place of gpiritual maturity. What does that look like? It is both an attitude and a
series of behaviours which are firmly based on the personal realization of three things. First of
all, spiritual maturity is based on (1) the reality of the next life, the world to come, which is our
true home and the only final reality which really matters to us. Secondly it is based on a
realization of (I1) the temporary nature of this life (I John 2:15-17; Luke 16:15) and on the
realization of the folly of measuring our lives by temporal gains (Luke 12:16-21; Matt. 16:26;
Jer. 9:23, 24). Findly, and most importantly, it is based on a firm commitment to live every
event and transition of this life according to (111) the ethics of the Kingdom.

This means that everything which happens to us in this life is measured by its impact on the
coming kingdom. As we go through this life, we want to feed on the hidden manna, so our inner
man is in shape, and not either flabby or starving (2 Cor. 4:16-18). So instead of living for
professional goals and personal objectives which would give us the kind of life we want to livein
this life, we want to concentrate our energies on putting together and maintaining a spiritual
portfolio and a spiritual CV, which we can present to the Father when we stand before Him for
the most important interview of our lives — it's called Judgment Day. In other words, you have to
be heavenly minded, in order to be of any earthly good.

It would be impossible to adequately deal with every aspect of spiritual maturity in a single
message, because it is more of a life theme than a tangible set of disciplines and attitudes. So as
we gear down for the summer and gear up for the High Holy Days, | want to sow a vision of
mature spirituality into the life of our shul, so we can nurture it, and prune away any dead wood
which develops (John 15:3) and weed out anything which might choke its continued growth in
our midst.

Rather than putting together verbatim notes and reading them to you, | want to try something
different. | want to use an outline and build a picture with you of what these three personal
realizations look like.

(1) The reality of the next life
[I Cor. 15:19] (if we only have hope in Messiah, we are the most miserable of all men)

(11) Thetemporary nature of thislife

Is. 40:8 [Luke 12:16-21]

(111) The ethics of the Kingdom.

Matt. 6:33; [| Peter 3:15-17; 4:3-5]




Scriptural References:

Luke 8:11-15.
Heb. 5:11-13.
Eph. 4.11-16.

| John 2:15-17.
Luke 16:15.

(11) Luke 12:16-21. temporary nature of thislife

Matt. 16:26.
Jer. 9:23, 24.

2 Cor. 4:16-18.
John 15:3.

(NI Cor. 15:19. Thereality of the next life

| s. 40: 8.
Matt. 6:33.

(111)] Peter 3:15-17 The ethics of the Kingdom.

(111) | Peter 4:3-5. The ethics of the Kingdom.




