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Vayer a And | Appeared

Tor ah: Ex. 6:2-9:35

Haf t ar ah: Ez. 28:25-29:21

Brit Chadashah: Rom. 9:14-24(L); Rev. 16:1-21(F)

As we pull ourselves out of the depths of another excellent Canadian Winter, | want to warm our
souls with another preaching series designed to bring sunshine to every soul, to the Jew first and
also to the Gentile. But | want to do it a little differently today. | want to do my series
introduction, but as part of that presentation, | want to take you into my lavish study and walk you
through the creative process which is to blame for these spiritual blockbusters. Not bad for an
old Hippy who turned 52 today and still has most of his hair, for alittle while longer anyway.

At Bible School there was one instructor that | had real trouble getting along with and there were
only two things we saw eye to eye on — like you're surprised. He taught the best course on
pastoral counselling | have ever taken and showed us the need to really know what you are doing,
before you start messing with people's minds. He also taught a course on preaching which |
endured, because of several good concepts he managed to slip into the material, along with some
pretty silly preaching techniques. He said that every sermon needed a good title, one that has
bulletin board appeal, and | agree with him.

One of the higgest tensions which clergymen face, to the Jew first and also to the Gentile, is
keeping the spiritual truths of Gd's Word relevant to the lives of the religious community
which they are called to shepherd and to nourish. In order to do this, you first have to get
peopl€'s attention and stimulate their curiosity. Some preachers may do this by trying to scare
or guilt their people into behaving like good little believers in this big bad world, but | am not
really one for overkill. Our whole community isin competition with that big bad world, and
we need to be focused on reaching out to lost souls who have no concept of spirituality or
the things of G-d.

But, | do not want our services to be crafted like a Broadway production, nor do | want to set
them up like a slick sales presentation in order to sell people a hill of goods. Now, | do like the
idea of a comedy routine, because a lot of comedians say some pretty amazingly deep things,
before people have a chance to block these challenges to their: " meaningless consumer driven
lives'. However, | don't just want to tell an endless series of jokes you can share at parties and
business meetings. But | only have a few minutes each week to connect the truths of Gd's
Word with the events and cycles of all of our lives.

So | do my best to get your attention and to try and feed you with spiritual food that will keep you
coming back for more — and that will challenge you to walk with Gd during the week and
maintain good spiritual hygiene. You know, reading your Bible, praying, fellowshipping, and
even sharing your faith, in a life which turns around he worship cycles of the L-rd, as you
continue your spiritual pilgrimage from the cradle to the grave.

How do | do it? First of al, | pray and ask the L-rd for three things. First | want spiritual
momentum, which | define as an awareness of what G-d is doing, not just in our lives, but in our
community and in the big bad world we live in. This awareness is not easy to maintain, because
there are so many things to distract us and cause us to waste the only treasures we will ever own
in this life — our time and our energy. And for some of us, both of these are starting to run out.



Next, | ask the L-rd to help me feed myself, in my own devotional life and in the series which |
prepare. |f what | share doesn't speak to me first — if it doesn't challenge and disturb me
with at least as much impact as | want it to have in each of your lives, then | am wasting my
breath and your time. Thisis a big challenge, because | know that all of you are not able to
attend every week, and that we will have visitors whose spiritual needs have to be met as well.

Next, | ask the L-rd for a double whammy: a strong vision of our caling as a Messianic Jewish
community and a creative vocabulary that will stimulate this vision and cause it to grow and
mature in every heart and every life. | want my words to live longer that the few minutes | have
between the worship service, the Torah portion and the Kiddush. When | get up to speak, | don't
want people to wince (here we go again), or to get in a comfortable position for a little shut eye —
careful, | work out, so my aim with a siddur should even scare the sound man and you never
know when it might be your turn to be really " touched" by one of my illustrations!

| want our times together to be both relevant and significant. | struggle with a balance between
speaking to what is going on in our lives in the world we live in, day, by day, week by week, and
year by year, and the spiritual priorities we need to keep integrating into our lives, because we
are al preparing our livesfor that big final exam — the cosmic wake-up call when each of us shall
give an account for how we spent our lives and what we have treasured in our hearts. And you
wonder why | have trouble sleeping some nights, because teachers and spiritual leaders get
judged more severely - and they fire a coach who cannot pull his team together enough to win a
few games once in awhile. And this team has a pretty good record, so far.

So, as | drive to my subbing, and when | work for the temp agency, and when | was whipping
around St. Albert getting "tipsy" delivering pizzas — big tipsies sometimes, | wrestle with my
sermons. | want them to be fresh, and not stale, | want them to have bulletin board appeal, and
not to be easily forgetful, like the episode of Soap, a a catchy advertising jingle. | usually do
three or four drafts of what | want to say, long before | sit down at my computer and pull it
together, and each week | struggle with my series, so it doesn't run out of steam and bore people.
| don't mind if it annoys people, and challenges people, but if I'm bored, I'll go to sleep behind
the pulpit and my family knows how loud | snore!

WEell let me conclude and introduce my next series, cause I'm getting hungry too. How do | come
up with new material al the time? Wéll, here again there has to be a balance. The L-rd places
life themes in al of our hearts and you all know that | have spiritual priorities which | keep
coming back to sort of like a persona Jer. 6:16 with alittle I's. 28:9-13 thrown in, and iced up
with some 2 Peter 1:12-15, with just a little touch of Phil. 3:1. But the L-rd is also constantly
doing new things and recycling old things, and He wants us to do the same.

So, | read books, | listen to the media, and | engage people | meet in ceep conversations, with
some excellent jokes thrown in. | also look at what is going on in our local community and in that
big bad world, and | bring all of that to bear prayerfully on the Bible, so that, as a community of
Messianic Jews and Gentiles, we will aways keep our double connection, first to the eternal
truths of G-d's Word, and next to the temporary world we are called to reach out to and which
remains a fascinating, potentially dangerous place, and through which we are journeying, but
where we will never truly belong. Will you remember to pray for your rebbe in this battle?

That is why, | wanted to blow your winter blues away with one of my favourite Parables, one
which continues to kick, disturb and even inspire this old hippy who will soon celebrate his 32™
spiritual birthday and enter the most exciting year of his spiritual walk — year 33. | can hardly
wait, and who knows this might the year | finally get to go to Israel. Let me walk you through the
series, pray with you, celebrate Kiddush with you and get down to some serious schmoozing.

Amen. Fasten your seat belts, hold on to the kids. Houston, | think we have lift off!



