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Gen. 1:14: “G-d said: Let there be luminaries in the expanse of the sky, to separate the day from 
the night; in order that they would be signs to mark the passage of time, the days and the years.” 
Acts 1:7:” It is not given to you to know the times and the moments which the Father has fixed in 
His own authority.” (Heb. 1:1-3; Eph. 1:10) 
Ps. 90:12: “Teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.” 

 

There are five main categories of time: Sidereal time (stellar time), solar time (measured by the rotation 
the earth around the sun), lunar time (measured by the monthly cycles of the moon), weekly time 
(measured by the day of rest), and daily time (measured by the rising and setting of the sun – the rotation 
of the earth). 
 

When Israel came out of Egypt, the L-rd changed the way they observed time and gave them a festival 
cycle based both on the year (Passover is the beginning of the year) and on the month and on the week. 
 

Sacred time is an understanding that the Father set the universe in motion and that time comes in 
seasons and époques according to His reckoning and not according to ours (Acts 1:7)  All human 
ways of measuring time are based on observation and do not reflect how the Father sees time. 
 

The closest we have to a sacred calendar is the festival cycle of Israel, which teaches us to make our use of time 
revolve both around our worship of the Father and upon the seasons which He has established for our nourishment, 
as we move through our personal and generational pilgrimage from the cradle to the grave. 
 

The Jewish calendar we follow is a solar lunar calendar which makes sure that the cycles of the moon and the 
seasons of the year remain aligned. In the Gregorian calendar, this is done by the use of a leap year, adding an 
extra day in February.  In the Jewish calendar, it is done by adding an extra month seven times every nineteen years 
– a second Adar. Adar always occurs at the end of winter and adding a second Adar means that the last full moon if 
winter is always Purim and that the first full moon of spring is Passover.  This also means that the first new mean of 
the fall is Rosh Hashanah and the first full moon of fall is Sukkoth. 
 

There are two biblical festival periods, one in the spring and summer and one in the fall. The first is 
Passover – which always occurs on the fourteenth of Nisan.  The next day, the fifteen of Nissan is the 
beginning of the Festival of Unleavened Bread (which lasts until the 21st of Nisan) and the Festival of 
First Fruits, which begins the fifty day countdown to Shavuot (Pentecost). Pentecost is geared to occur 50 
days after the first full moon of spring and is not directly linked to the cycles of the moon. Rosh Hashanah 
occurs at the first new moon of fall, the first of Tishrei, followed ten days later by Yom Kippur and fifteen 
days later by Sukkoth, which runs for seven days plus one (so you are not packing up to go home during 
the festival. 
 

The remainder of the year was a time in Israel when the ground rested and there was neither sowing nor 
reaping.  It was for this reason that the census in the year when Quirinius was governor was not taken 
during the regular festival cycle. 
 

The two other festivals are Chanukah, which occurs on the day when the temple was purified on the 25th of 
Kislev and lasts 8 days as a second Sukkoth and Purim which is the last full mean of winter and was 
selected to be an introduction to the biblical festival cycle.Both Purim and Chanukah commemorate times 
when the festival cycle was almost broken and are reminders to us to make our lives revolve around the 
timing of the L-rd – Ps. 127:1,2 and Matt. 6:33, 34 


