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8 Adar, 5774 (8/2/14)  Exploring our Potential in The Messiah   J.  M.  Terrett

It's Time to Renew Our Confidence: We Get The Best Possible Deal

Tetzaveh You Shall Command Dynamic Spirituality Rules!

Torah: Ex. 27:20-30:10

(1) 27:21 – from morning till night
(2)  28:3  those who are skilled
(3)  28:29 to conserve their memory forever before the L-rd
(4) 28:38; 30:10 Aaron shall be loaded with the people's sins and make atonement for them
once a year.

Haftarah: Ezek. 43:10-27

(5) 43:10 – so they would measure its dimensions and blush for all their sins
(6)  43:25 (seven days of purification of the new temple) and 27 (8th day of thanksgivings) for
the favour of the L-rd (in the temple's construction)

Brit Chadashah: Heb. 13:10-16

(7) 13:16 – generosity and good deeds are still the sacrifices in which He takes pleasure.

(Sharon p. 147) Ps. 65 Jewish Hero: Sherri Barsy

“What shall we say concerning these things? If G-d is for us who shall be against us?
He who did not spare His own Son, but who delivered Him up for us all, how shall He
not also give us all things with Him?

In a world that is often confusing and hostile to people of faith (to people of good will), we
serve the G-d who gives us the best possible deal– not by exempting us from trials and not by
giving us the edge to make us the strongest, the smartest and the richest.  The best possible
deal is both what our Messiah accomplished for us eternally on the cross and it is also the
limitless  resources  which  are  placed  at  our  disposal  as  we  travel  through  this  life,  from
conception to the grave on our way to our Father's home in glory, to the Jew first and also to
the Gentile.

This passage asks three rhetorical questions and makes one amazing affirmation which I
want to discuss with you this morning.

The apostle first links this passage with his previous discussion of predestination when he
asks what can we say concerning these things.  He is referring backwards to what he has
already said and how far back he is referring could be a subject of conjecture, but it primarily
concerns the calling of G-d which is addressed to all mankind from all eternity and which is
confirmed in believers who respond by faith. 
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In other words, Paul wants to make an application of the theology he has just presented.  If
our calling predates creation and if it carries with it the cleansing from all sin and the promise
of life everlasting, how dies this marvellous reality translate into our daily lives?  What does
this divine activity look like in our daily lives?  What can called and confirmed believers expect
from G-d on their way to the glory of everlasting life which is their inalienable right – and
which should be the singular, stubborn focus (direction) of their lives?

It  is  rhetorical  because the answer is obvious and it  is  actually a really emphatic way of
making a statement – like asking someone if they want a slap – which is the same as saying
to someone that if they do not immediately cease and desist, you fully intent to slap them.
Paul is actually saying: “now let me tell you that which should be obvious” or “come people,
don't you get it”?   

Since our calling supersedes time and since our destiny is guaranteed forever, then the power
of that calling means that everything which can happen to us can have no impact to hinder or
prevent that calling from ensuring that we arrive safely at our final destination.  When he asks
what can be said about all of this, he is actually saying that a whole bunch can be said and he
spends the rest of the chapter outlining how this wonderful set of truths applies to our lives
practically. 

He summarizes all of what he is about to say in one statement:  if G-d is for us who can be
against us? He is speaking at a time when our faith was facing great resistance from both
government authorities and from the then dominant religious influence of the day – mainline
Judaism.  

Contemporary  Judaism  in  the  first  century  was  divided  in  any  number  of  competing
perspectives  and was having a fair  deal  of  success in converting gentiles throughout the
empire  and  was  openly  hostile  to  the  new  messianic  sect  which  it  considered  to  be
trespassing on its domain.  

The government ruled a vast empire which was rife with new and competing religions and ti
did not cherish having to deal with another one, hence the arrest and detainment of Paul.
Despite all of this incredible and apparently insurmountable opposition, Paul is saying that for
all intents and purposes, we have no real opposition capable of resisting G-d.

In  today's  world  we  have  the  mighty  spectre  of  evolutionary  humanism and  materialistic
relativism where religion is  seen as atavistic  (a  through back to  the foolish myths  of  the
unscientific past) and where both our morality and our spirituality are deemed primitive and no
longer relevant.  

We are mocked and not taken seriously and we are seen as victims of witless brainwashing
which purposely ignores the obvious truth and which traps people into an extremely toxic
lifestyle – and it is commonly assumed that we are lead by those who really just want our
money and who are involved in secret immoral practices.
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We are considered a dying breed of intellectually immature children whose faith holds no
more popular credibility than a belief in Santa Claus or the Easter Bunny and even if some of
us are seen as well meaning do-gooders, people only put up with our beliefs as long as we
admit that everyone has the right to believe whatever they want providing they do not try and
force their beliefs on anyone else,  because  it is believed that the final truth is found in the
teachings of science and not in the discredited myths of religion.  

In fact, in our world, people who sincerely believe that their faith contains the final or only truth
are maliciously labelled “fundamentalists” who have divorced themselves from reason and
whose blind faith is used as a justification for all kinds of horrendous acts of hate and violence
– from suicide bombings to attacking abortion and persecuting homosexuals.  

Do you see the not too subtle shift where we are placed in a broad category of simple minded
people dominated by cruel and bigoted people who use fear and fables to try and fence out
the modern world and keep people enslaved to a primitive past from which they need to be
liberated.

Wow, we face as many barriers to our faith as the apostle did, but with the apostle we need to
realize that  because G-d is  for  us,  not  even the  might  and  majesty of  our  sophisticated
secular world can stand a chance against the resurrected L-rd and His coming kingdom.

Paul goes on to explain why there is no effective opposition which can stand before the power
of the G-d into whose care we come as believers.  He says that since G-d did not spare His
most only Son – His right arm, His Word, His heir, He will also not spare any expense on our
behalf and will expend the same kind and level of care in each of our lives as He did when He
sent his Son to die on the cross for us.  

We are not dealing with a G-d of half measures whose will can be resisted or thwarted and
since nothing can stand in the way of the King of creation, nothing shall be able to stand in
our way as we walk with Him through the dark and twisted pathways of our strange and
resistant world to our final home.

It  is  both as if  we were already home and as if  every detail  of  our  lives overwhelmingly
contributed to our successful arrival – and as members of the winning team, we are told that
we will continue to win every step of the way – leaping tall buildings at a single bound as we
tread venomous serpents  underfoot  and see our  enemies scatter  and run  as  the tide  of
eternity rises to overcome any resistance which is foolish enough to stand in its path. 

Now it does not mean that since He will give us all things that we can indiscriminately have
everything  we  want,  as  if  our  King  were  a  genie  who  was  obligated  to  do  our  bidding
whenever we “rubbed” our faith or clicked our heals together.   We cannot write our own ticket
with  G-d  and  we  do  not  possess  supernatural  spiritual  power  which  we  can  use  at  our
discretion to be the luckiest people on earth – winning the lottery, never getting sick and never
having anything bad happen to us as we float to glory on a rosy cloud of ease and joy.

3



4

Many believers who have fallen for the “name it and claim it movement” are actually trapped
in a form of authentic new age magic which has not basis in the Bible.  Our L-rd encountered
incredible opposition as did all of His apostles.  We are locked in a generational conflict with
the forces of spiritual darkness and our lives are indeed a minefield of possibilities, so how
can Paul say that G-d with give us all things with our Messiah?

We need to know what all things mean, and one way of looking at it would be to say that even
if He gives us all things, He never gives us everything, because both all things and everything
refer to His ability to use all things and everything for our final spiritual advantage in His grand
scheme of things. It is this spiritual advantage that is both the most important thing in our lives
and the focus of His continued, irresistible intervention on our behalf.

No matter what comes our way and I have outlined some of the tensions which we face in our
internet globalizing village, we will never encounter anything  which G-d will not use for our
spiritual good, whether or not great wealth or perfect health are part of the equation.  We are
sojourners on our way to a far better place and He promises that all along our path we will
never encounter anything capable of resisting the moving of G-d in our lives so we need
never feel trapped or outgunned or even out manoeuvred by anything we encounter in our
lives.

The rest of the chapter expands on this wonderful spiritual reality which is the bread and
butter daily experience which believers are called to live as we move from our timeless calling
to our eternal inheritance.

What can we say concerning these things? There is nothing which can thwart our progress as
we stride through this life on our way home.

If G-d be for us who can be against us?  Since there is no one bigger or greater or more
powerful  than our blessed L-rd, no one and nothing can stand in the way of our spiritual
progress towards our final destination (I Corin. 10:13).  He has everything under His final
control and wants us to respond to that control in how we relate to the happenstances of our
lives.

He did not spare His only Son.  He paid the ultimate price for our salvation – and since He
has done His best in that which matters most, He will also do His best in the smaller details of
our lives – but always in light of that which matters the most – eternity.

How shall He not give us all things with the Messiah?  In other words He will indeed give us
all things in the Messiah as we explore our potential in the Messiah and renew our confidence
in the One who will always give us the best possible deal, now and forever.

Lets pray.
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