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(3) Exhorting One Another (with all wisdom)

Tazria She Bears Seed

Tor ah: Lev. 12:1-13:59

Haf t ar ah: (Ez. 45:16-46:15 {S} -46:18 {A})

Brit Chadashah: Matt. 8:1-4; Rom. 6:19-23 (L); Luke 7:18-35 (F)

(5) Shabbat HaChodesh Exodus 12:1-20

How is your spring cleaning coming? Today is Shabbat HaChodesh, which is both the beginning

of the year for the redeemed House of Jacob and is al so the time when the preparations for Pesach
begin in earnest. Israel was moving from a state of severe spiritual bondage to one of tota

spiritual freedom and on this Shabbat, the L-rd wanted to remind them of three things. First of all,
they were to leave Egypt with nothing which might cause them to bring their former bondage into
their new lives. Secondly, they were to begin preparations for a spiritual pilgrimage where the L-

rd was going to set them free from all the habits of their former bondage.

And thirdly, He wanted this Shabbat to remain as a beacon, and as a sign post to future
generations of believers, that our lives need to be lived free from all and any pollution which this
world may try and infect us with, to the Jew first and also to the Gentile. Thislife style of living
free from the spiritual pollution of the world is both what this Shabbat is all about and what my
spring series focuses on. We do not live in a believer friendly world, nor one which is conducive
to the maintenance of good spiritual growth and hygiene. It is up to us to make sure that our lives
remain unencumbered by the things of this age and uncluttered with al and any unresolved
personal issues which may get in the way of the real purpose of our lives, to the Jew first and also
to the Gentile.

When we came to the L-rd, He delivered us from the Egypt of this world and set us on our own
persona spiritual pilgrimage through the wilderness of our lives, so that we could learn to
organize our inner landscape into a dwelling place suitable for the His indwelling Word. Part of
this organization includes learning to respond to the ebb and the flow of this life from a
perspective which is light and salt, and not darkness and decay. His part in this process is
deliverance and empowering, ours is faith and obedience, where we learn to see our lives
differently.

As believers, we have a priesthood that He wishes us to exercise. The Aaronic, high priestly
functions are fulfilled in the person of our Messiah. The Levitical functions are ours to fulfill.
How? We do this by offering our lives to Him as a holy, living sacrifice of thanksgiving and
renewal and by using our lips to offer to Him sacrifices of praise, daily and constantly. This
double function of thankful renewal and constant praise is performed by us two ways. First in our
gatherings together and in our personal lives, where we deal with all and any personal spiritual
defilement and make our lives kosher (holy), and where we teach each other to do the same, to
the Jew first and also to the Gentile.

Last week | deat with the mutual instruction component of this process, and this week, as we
make our final preparations for this year's Pesach celebrations, | would like to deal with the
encouragement component. Let's look at how we can encourage on another in all wisdom, to the
Jew first and also to the Gentile. In the Book of Colossians, Messiah is referred to as the glue
which holds the cosmos together (Col. 1:17). In Messiah encouragement is the glue which holds
our community together. How? Even though it's a sticky subject, let's find out how.



Well, | want to lead you into a discussion of what | feel are seven features of biblica
encouragement, but first, we need to understand what encouragement is and how it is different
from instruction. Encouragement is primarily that function of a community which gives its
members a sense of belonging, kind of like the centrifugal force which holds us together, and
which, eventually magnetizes each of us so that at the deepest gut level of our being, we are
drawn to each other spiritually. This magnetism is formed by a spiritual electrical field, whichis
the flow of His love in and through each of us, in a constant exchange of energy which is
increased by every new member, and which is, sadly decreased by departure of any member.

How is your love field doing this morning? How magnetically charged are we as a community?
In Him, we all have this magnetic energy field, but it is only as we get together and let it flow
through us that it builds, and gathers the momentum we need to flourish, to grow and to shine, so
that people who are seeking for the L-rd will be drawn into our midst by the community magnetic
pull we exert as spiritually charged believers. Now this charge is not to be confused with the
static electricity of the world, which iswhat | want to talk to you briefly about.

| have attended pep talk sessions, both in the world and in the faith, where people tried to
convince me that | had a deep reservoir of dynamic personal power, waiting to be released by a
series of bizarre and expensive motivational techniques. | liken this approach to encouragement
to the hyperventilation which spectators sometimes experience at sporting events, or to bipolar
episodes which are caused by trauma or uneven brain chemistry. There is lot's of yelling and
heavy breathing and an elevated level of excitement, which may be appropriate for soldiers and
athletes, but is not really a form of sustainable encouragement. It is a form of not so subtle
manipulation to push people beyond their normal limits, instead of learning to grow within them
and develop the strengths which will allow our maximum potential to flower and become a finely
tuned instrument for His kingdom. Oops, | think | just defined encouragement.

Limits are a kind of potential, which tell us how much we can do and how far we can go.
Encouragement is the recognition that we are a community of limited people, whose collective
potential belongs to each member and is energized by what each member contributes and receives.

It increases our community grip on three things. on our faith, on His Word and on each other. It is
our spiritual connection to each other where we take the limitations of our personal and collective
situations, with al of their complications, al of their advantages, tensions and details and where we
work out three things. First of all, we design a community approach to spirituality — which for B'nai
Chayim is outlined in our Consgtitution. Secondly we design strategies and responses to all and any of
the situations which we face personally and corporately, so that this community approach is integrated
into our lives as a means to increase our spiritual magnetic field.

And lastly we give each other the time, the space and the accountability so that the final product
of al and everything we are working through, both as individuals and as a community, increases
our collective grip on eternity and on the spiritual principles of His Word. In other words,
encouragement is where we learn to pour ourselves into each other and learn to keep each other
spiritually focused — which is another way of saying to drive each other nuts redemptively, every
time one of us or all of us depart from the high calling of our L-rd through His Word.

Encouragement is the process where we organize and focus our lives so that the reality of our
inner spirituality and our corporate spirituality links up with the life issues we are al facing, in a
way that allows His presence to pour through our reactions as a sweet fragrance, as a fresh wind
into alost and dying world. It is the strength of this flowing which is the measure of how well
His presence really dwellsin us and through us. It begins with our individual walk with Him and
matures into our corporate spiritual life, where we gather as a dynamic magnetic field.



Encouragement is also the living liturgy where our praise expresses the transforming power of
Hislove to turn our lives from the mundane into the marvellous, because we have discovered that
Heis able to teach us how to overcome and live as more than conquerors (Rom. 8:37-39). Let me
close by briefly examining seven features of this community encouragement so that we can
refresh our community understanding of what it is we are about as a community, to the Jew first
and also to the Gentile.

First of all, encouragement is the recognition we give each other, you know the greeting which
acknowledges a community member and differentiates between community members and
strangers. We want B'nai Chayim to always be a place where everybody knows your name, even
without getting a liquor licence. Next is extending acceptance to each other, which is the
confirmation that each Shabbat, that each time we are together, that we are in the right place, and
belong as members and not as visitors. Part of this belonging is the next feature, which is the
approval we extend to one another. This does not mean we always agree with everything each of
us does or says, but is how we make each other feel that we are acceptable people who are
valuable members of a caring community of praise.

This approva has the potential to grow into friendship, which is that double edged sword of
involvement where we become part of each other's lives. This involvement is a mutual process
where we eventualy learn to enjoy each other and provide and receive the care which the
growing resources of our community enable us to access. However, it is only as we move into
this level of persona intimacy, called friendship, where we can meaningfully provide the last
three features of encouragement. Once we learn what we are about we can provide each other
with the_praise we need so that people can see that we are trying our best and actually getting
somewhere spiritualy.

A balancing feature of this praiseis the accountability we need to learn to extend to one another,
where instead of flattery and criticism, we provide each other with productive feed back which
says well done, when we succeed. It also says not yet when we are trying, and who do you think
you're kidding when we flounder and wander away from our mandate as Messianic believers, to
the Jew first and also to the Gentile. Finally, it extends forgiveness so that when we hurt each
other, or when we disappoint one ancther, we heal and grow closer together. None of us is
perfect, but al of us are called to mature to our maximum potential.

When we instruct one another, we hold up the model of the Scriptures as a blue print for our lives,
individually and corporately. When we encourage one another, we provide the community
context where the principles of this blue print are integrated into our lives by the strategies for
living which we develop and which we maintain. Wisdom is that which creatively and
consistently seeks to connect our lives with His word and with each other, so that our magnetic
field grows and attracts other people hungry for the kind of spiritual reality we are working out
among ourselves. Let us grow in our ability to provide spiritual encouragement in this spiritually
unreliable world. How's your spiritual magnetic field doing today? Let's pray.



