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21 Tammuz, 5774 (19/7/14)   When the Walls of Jerusalem Were Breached  J. M. Terrett 

 

Matot   Tribes  Dealing With Unfinished Business 
 
Torah:   Numbers 30:1 (2)-32:42 

 
(1) 30:14 (annul every vow whereby she commits herself to afflict her soul).  Ladies are often 
more willing then men to want to help beyond their reasonable ability – here is an opportunity 
for a vow to be examined before it takes effect.  Be careful what you commit to 
 
(2) 31:8 (they killed Balaam son of Beor)  He was the one who said that the only way to 
destroy Israel was to get them to sin against G-d.  If they had not been attacked and 
incapacitated, they would have been a source of trouble for Israel under the direction of the 
defected prophet.  They had no quarrel with Moab (south Moab was called Midian), until 
Moab sought their destruction.  Sometimes we have to face problems and deal with situations 
which we do not want to, but which will not leave us along until we do.  We have to stand our 
ground in the L-rd. 
 
(3) 31:51 (they brought an offering of the booty to make atonement for themselves).  This was 
not an intended way to enrich themselves, like despoiling the Egyptians – the Moabites were 
related and should not have opposed them, so they wanted to make atonement (be cleansed) 
both for having to attack their relatives and also so that they would not be tempted to let their 
Moabite captives lead them into idolatry in the future. 
 
(4) 32:31 (we will do all which the L-RD says to your servants)  Ruben, Gad and half 
Manasseh make arrangements to settle in the land which was taken from Sihon and Og, not 
to avoid participating in the conquest, but to take advantage of the land which was good for 
their flocks and herds.  When we agree to serve the L-rd and obey Him, there is room for 
flexibility – flexibility belongs to those who serve Him, not to those who seek ways to disobey 
Him. 
 

Haftarah:  Jer. 1:1-2:3 

 
(5) 1:2, 3 (Jeremiah prophesied during the reign of the last kings of Judah).  Jeremiah saw 
Israel fall from the heights it attained under king Josiah until rock bottom was hit in the 
captivity).  He spoke and lived the truth when it was evaporating around him – like it is more 
and more for us in our modern society.  We should never let our current context determine if 
we should seek the L-rd or not, but we should see our context as the place where we will be 
faithful in speaking the Word and living it just as Jeremiah was. 
 
(6) 1:19 (they will make war against you, but they will not defeat you, for I am with you to 
deliver you, says the L-RD).  We will encounter much opposition when we determine to walk 
with the L-rd in a darkening world where spiritual opposition to the Bible will continue to 
escalate, but as He was with Jeremiah, He will be with us so that we cannot be silenced or 
sidelined.  Sometimes the unfinished business we have to deal with is the opposition we face 
and which we have to face down. 
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Brit Chadashah: Acts 9:1-22 
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(7) 9:16 (I will show him all that he has to suffer for My name)  Paul went from a hater of the 
Way of the L-rd, to a lover of this way.  Many of those who oppose us have the potential of 
becoming some of our strongest supporters.  When we encounter those who will not listen to 
us, we need to let the L-rd deal with them.  I wonder how those who had suffered at the hands 
of Paul dealt with him after he came to faith?  He caused much pain and suffering and was 
going to spend the rest of his life dealing with pain and suffering as he served the L-rd whom 
he once persecuted. 
 
Unfinished business will follow us until we deal with it.  Israel punished Moab.  Jeremiah 
never backed down or shut down.  Paul spent the rest of his life building up what he once 
tried to destroy.  We need to serve Him where we are and finish what He puts on our plates, 
so we have more room to serve Him and be blessed by Him. 
 
(Bernie, pp. 105, 107) Ps. 111  Jewish Hero: Benjamin Netanyahu 
 

This week begins the ten special shabbats which will end the year 5774 and bring us to 5775.  
The first three are called sabbaths of affliction and they commemorate the difficult time 
between when the walls of Jerusalem were breached (17 of Tammuz, which fell this year on 
Tuesday, July 15) and when the first temple was destroyed on Tisha B'Av (9th of Av, which will 
fall this year on Tuesday, August 5)  Tisha B'Av is called the black fast and the Sabbath which 
precedes it is called Black Sabbath. This is because a building which was intended to stand 
as a beacon to the nations until the end of the world was high jacked by idolaters who went 
from the holy place to dark tunnels under the temple where they performed all kinds of 
criminal acts of idolatry and immorality 
 

They figured that as long as they had possession of the building, the L-rd would not let them 
be destroyed.  They figured they could distinguish between worshipping Him (which they did) 
and serving Him (which they did not do).  Faith must be connected to obedience if it is to be 
real and effective. 
 

The sabbath after Tisha B'Av is called the sabbath of Mercy (Shabbat Nachamu) and is the 
first of the seven sabbaths of consolation which lift us out of the dark hole of the black fast 
and bring us to Rosh Hashanah. This is where we will put our lives under G-d's scrutiny for 
another year, so that we are not overtaken by our own spiritual folly and so that we do not 
experience the same level of disaster and loss which our people experienced in the first 
captivity. 
 

Summer time was always rough on our people and on many people in ancient times because 
it was time the kings went to war and the spoils were often the crops which the victors got to 
harvest while the losers faced a winter of starvation, if they survived and were not carried 
away captive in their defeat. 
 

I would like to say three things to you this morning as we begin the official countdown to the 
High Holy Days and Sukkoth and they relate to the underlying issues which caused the tragic 
and totally unnessary destruction of the kingdom of Judah. 
I would like to begin by sharing two passages of Scripture: 
 

“Unless the L-rd builds a house, those who build labour in vain and unless the L-rd watches 
over the city, those who watch, watch in vain” (Ps. 127:1) 
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“And do not think that you can say to yourselves, we have Abraham as our father.  I tell you 
that out of these stones, G-d can raise up children to Abraham” (Matt. 3:9) 
 

The walls were breached because there were gaping holes in the people's spirituality which 
they had not breached or repaired.  The priesthood was corrupt and compromised and 
practised a form of equal opportunity spirituality – they did not just invite the daughters of 
Moab into their tents, they dwelt in these tents when they came out of the holy temple.  They 
felt that worship replaced the need for obedience and that their songs and ceremonies could 
placate G-d so that they could do what they liked once they had entertained Him. 
 

Faith and worship are essentials that we cannot live without, but they both need to be applied 
in our lives through obedience and spirituality, where the truths which we believe and 
celebrate are applied to every area of our lives so that no darkness of any kind is allowed to 
take up residence in them.  The history of Israel and Judah is a sad tale of partial obedience 
and selective repentance where the righteous core of our people was never able to prevent 
the sinful core from taking over the hearts and lives of our people, generation by generation 
until it was the righteous core that effectively lost the heart and life allegiance of all but a small 
portion of our people. 
 

Never let your spirituality become infected to the point that you feel that worship and even 
trust in the L-rd can replace our need for obedience as the only acceptable reaction/response 
to our faith and trust.  There is a big difference between falling as we try and walk with Him 
and purposely turning our backs on biblical morality because we falsely believe that it is 
enough just to believe and it doesn't matter how you live and whose agenda you live by.  How 
we live is just as important as what we believe and sadly how we live can cancel out what we 
believe if how we live violates how our faith tells us that we should live. 
 

Biblical morality is the inseparable other side of the coin of biblical faith, to attack one is to 
attack both of them.  This is why I insist so much on biblical standards of conduct and react so 
strongly to our society's attempts to say what we believe should not place any limits on how 
we live.  We will reap what we sow and abandoning either our faith or our morality will not 
only cause the decline and eventual destruction of our society, but will lead to our own 
spiritual decline and destruction. 
 

Noah's family got on the ark and Lot's family fled Sodom and Gomorrah – in both cases it was 
not just a question of belief, it was only a question of obedience, as Lot's wife discovered too 
late.  This leads me to my second point this morning:  spiritual entitlement. 
 

Many of you know I get upset with politicians or professionals who have a sense of 
entitlement which gives them the right to do as the please without scrutiny or accountability, 
just by virtues of who they are and not because of what they do. 
 

John the Baptist attacked the arrogance of Jewish people who felt that they were entitled to 
G-d's blessings and protection by virtue of being descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
without any requirement for obedience.  It is true that G-d will always be faithful to His 
promises, but His promises are always conditional. 
 

This is not to say that we have to earn His love or His forgiveness and prove ourselves worthy 
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of His grace and protection – what it does mean is that we should never presume that our 
faith and confidence release us from any obligation to respond to His grace and favour by 
exercising obedience and removing ourselves from both the influences and the life style of the 
world out of which we have been delivered. 
 

A sense of spiritual entitlement is really a form of carnal arrogance similar to that which 
dominated in Judah and which was behind the galloping folly which breached the walls of 
their spirituality and caused their eventual destruction.  We are entitled to believe and to obey, 
but a sense of false entitlement which says that as long as we believe, it does not matter how 
we live, we cause us to experience as dramatic a downfall as our people did when they were 
carried away into captivity.  Which leads me to my final point and my conclusion. 
 

There were many good prophets in the time before the destruction of Jerusalem, who were 
preaching the truth to the people and giving them warning after warning, but the people 
developed selective spiritual hearing.  They wanted to hear about His promises and about His 
provision, but they did not want to be hindered by the need for obedience. 
 

They wanted to hear about the blessings but wanted nothing to do with discipleship - they 
wanted to hear what G-d could do for them, but they did not want to hear about what G-d 
wanted them to do.  They did not want to hear that His eternal promises were only accessible 
(sustainable) through obedience. 
 

In other words these promises form a solid, immoveable, unshakable foundation, but the only 
grip we can of this foundation is through learning repentance and obedience.  We are told to 
build our houses on obedience, which means putting the Word into practice and not teaching 
a limited form of obedience, which is really a form of limited disobedience. 
 

The L-rd will forgive and cleanse, time and time again as we learn to walk with Him without 
stumbling and bumbling, but if we consciously walk away from Him and if we consciously 
adopt disobedience as how we intend to live our lives, then our grip on the unshakeable will 
weaken to the point that we lose that grip.  This is not because the world or the flesh or the 
enemy are so powerful or that we are so weak, but because of the three problems which our 
poeple suffered from and which caused the walls of Jerusalem to be breached. 
 

Our people allowed the walls of their spirituality to be breached – how about you? 
 

Our people developed a false sense of spiritual entitlement – how about you? 
 

Our people developed selective spiritual hearing – how about you? 
 

Lets pray. 
 


